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English References

The following list shows a number of publications that
can be consulted in order to learn more about the
unique cultural heritage of this city. Nablus Municipal
Public Library has many of these, and others, and the
visitor can enjoy reading them in the beautiful setting
of the public library garden. The book “Nablus - City of
Civilizations”, is available in both Arabic and English; it
is considered the most comprehensive as it contains
many drawings, detailed maps and photos that high-
light the city’s landmarks in detail.

+ Arafat, Naseer, Nablus City of Civilizations, Cultural
Heritage Enrichment Center, Nablus, 2012

- Benvenisti, Meron, The Crusaders in the Holy Land,
MacMillan, New York, 1970.

+ Burgoyne, Michael, Conserving the Old Town of Nab-
fus, 1992.

+ Clermont-Ganneau, Charles Simon, Archaeological
Researches in Palestine 1873-1874, Committee of the
Palestine Exploration Fund, London, 1896.

+ Conder, Claude Reignier and H.H. Kitchener, The Sur-
vey of Western Palestine: memoirs of the topography,
orography, hydrography, and archaeology, Committee
of the Palestine Exploration Fund, London, 1881.

« Doumani, Beshara, Rediscovering of Palestine: Mer-
chants and Peasants in Jabal Nablus (1700-1900), Uni-

versity of California Press, USA, 1995.

Doumani, Beshara, Family Life in the Ottoman Mediter-
ranean, A Social History, Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge, 2017.

Dow, Martin, The islamic baths of Palestine, Oxford
University press, Trinity, 1996.

Guerin, Victor, A Historical and Geographical Descrip-
tion of Palestine, Imprimerie National, Paris, 1880.
Jaussen, J. A., Coutumes Palestiniennes: Naplouse et
son district, Mission Archaeologique en Arabie, Paris,
1927.

Karmi, Omar, Religious shrine, political dispute, Jor-
dan Times newspaper, January 07, 2004 Volume 10
Number 27.

Kan‘an, Ruba, Patronage And Style In Mercantile Res-
idential Architecture Of Ottoman Bilad Al-sham, The
Nablus Region In The Nineteenth Century, Oxford Uni-
versity, Trinity, Master Thesis, 1993.

Pringle, Denys, Secular buildings in the Crusader
Kingdom of Jerusalem, Cambridge University Press,
Great Britain, 1998.

Qambhiyyah, Khaled, Saving the Old Town of Nablus,
Mackintosh School of Architecture, University of
Glasgow, , Ph.D. Thesis, 1992.

Tshelebi, Evliya, Travels in Palestine (1648-1650), Ariel,
Jerusalem, 1980.

Wright, George Ernest, Shechem: The Biography of a
Biblical City, McGraw-Hill Book Co, New York, 1965.

» Photo Sources: The Author / Library of Congress Archives / Sultan Abdul Hamid If Archive / Audun Kdinnesland / Oday

Yaish / Hege Haraldsen /Omar Nabulsi
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Hotels

Name email Address Tel: # Rooms Clas‘s|ﬁca-
# tion

Israhotel2016@gmail.com 0599255781
Salim Afandi info@kawhotel.com 0599295606
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Tour Companies
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nate the streets of the old city and a number of the city’s
neighborhoods. Almost no place is devoid of the sound
of a radio chanting the praises of Prophet Mohammed
(PBUH) in addition to reciting Qur’anic verses.

Among other religious occasions, special celebrations
are being held in mosques and squares in old Nablus
on the eve of the Hijri New Year. The same applies to
all nights of the month of Ramadan; especially, Laylat
al-Qadr "Revelation Night” This usually coincides with
the twenty-seventh night of Ramadan. It is worth not-
ing that the month of Ramadan is a special feature of
the religious and cultural life of Nablus.

New Year’s Eve (Calendar) and the Easter celebrations

are held in the various Christian denominations at Ra-
fidia in particular. It is customary to organize the Christ-
mas procession as well as lighting a Christmas tree on
the night of the twenty-fourth of December (Christmas
Eve) every year. This is usually performed with both
officials and members of the general public. Church
bells ring out across the city to celebrate this occa-
sion. Prayers are held in all the churches of the city. The
streets of Rafidia are adorned with special lighting for
this occasion.

The celebrations of the Samaritans are not absent from
the scene; especially at Passover. This symbolizes the
release of the Israelites from the Pharaonic slavery in
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ancient Egypt. It takes place on the fifteenth of the first
month of the Hebrew year (in the period between April
8" to May 7' of each Gregorian year). It is the herald of
the end of winter and the advent of spring. The cele-
bration is normally held on top of mount Jarzeem with
the participation of the people of the city of different
religions. However, due to Israeli restrictions, participa-
tion is reserved for those who hold special entry per-
mits. Foreign visitors are nevertheless allowed without
restrictions.

The residents of the city join the Samaritans in their cel-
ebrations on the Feast of Tabernacles “The Throne” It is
the anniversary of the Exodus of the children of Israel-
ites from Egypt, where they had lived at the al-‘Areesh
area. It features special garnishes of the finest fruits and
citruses on the interior ceiling of each Samaritan house.
It must have four varieties of ripe fruits during that peri-
od; especially, pomegranate, lemon, and pepper in ad-
dition to palm leaves, bay leaves and curpery. The date
of this feast is on the fifteenth of the seventh Hebrew
month. It usually lasts for seven days. (September 30" -
November 2" of each Gregorian year)
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leading to the city of Tulkarm you will find many retail
stores specialized in selling home furniture. It extends
from Tunis street to the Deir Sharaf circle area in the far
west.

For those in need of vehicle repairs, the garages special-
ized in this profession are located in the eastern side of
the city along Amman and al-Quds streets in particular.
In the city there are special markets for selling livestock
and poultry. These are held in the eastern part of the
city every Thursday and Friday morning respectively.
The market specialized for selling birds is located in the
eastern taxi cab station yard specifically.

- Landscapes (view points)

Perhaps the unique geographic, mountainous nature
of Nablus might be an inspiration for climbers and na-
ture enthousiasts. The visitor can enjoy the beautiful
view of the city from a lot of spots on the surrounding
mountains. Perhaps the most beautiful of these views
is the location of Sama Nablus Park and the al-‘Alam
park. These two overlook the western coast. In Khallet
al-Amoud “al-hursh” park and the north eastern curve
of mount Jarzeem you can see the eastern plains of the
city as well as the mountains of Jordan. In addition to
that, there are a number of spots where beautiful views
can be seen from the mountains of Nablus. These are
shown on the attached city map.

- Popular Celebrations

The most traditional, popular celebration which the
people in Nablus hold annually is that of Prophet Mo-
hammed’s Birthday (PBUH). It is considered to be one
of the most prominent and important Islamic religious
celebrations in the city of Nablus. On that day, cele-
brants roam the streets of the old city. The Sufi ban-
ners advance in the procession of the celebrants where
drums bang and copper plates tap in simple primitive
tones. During the procession the owners of the shops
located on both sides of the road scatter perfumes and
distribute sweets and candies on the participantsin the
march. The decorations and colored lamp lights illumi-



can be downloaded from their websites. The Nablus
Municipal Public Library is the oldest such library in Pal-
estine. Visitors can enjoy reading in its beautiful garden
in the tranquility of nature and the comfort of its tall
trees. The library is opposite the Nablus Municipality’s
Child’s Cultural Centre which organizes several cultural
and educational programmes for children and the gen-
eral public at large. With regard to the old city, there are
three centers inside it. They are concerned with cultural
and heritage activities: The Municipal Community Re-
sources Development Center (MCRC) that is located at
Habs Ad-Dam street, The Cultural Heritage Enrichment
Centre “CHEC” that is located at as-Salahi street, in ad-
dition to The Cultural Center for Memory & Palestinian
Narrative, inside Kan‘an soap factory.

\
The Old'City CeleBration of the Prophet’s Birthda

- Shopping

Shopping in the old city of Nablus has its own flavor
as if the old city is one huge shopping mall in which
all kinds of imported goods are mingled with local pro-
duce, foodstuffs, and all kinds of spices. Most of the old
city market streets are shaded, making shopping easier.
It is important to note that the majority of shops in the
old city shutter their doors around sunset.

The Rafidia suburb extends from the al-‘Ailat park area
to the location of the new campus of the an-Najah Uni-
versity in the far west. It is considered to be the most
active, energetic and lively night-time attraction in
Nablus. There is a wide range of shops in this area for
all kinds of products, and the shopping centres them-
selves also include hotels and restaurants. In the street
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+ Health care

There are seven governmental and private hospitals
in Nablus in addition to a number of health centers.
They provide health services to the northern part of the
West Bank as well as specialist medical clinics. In case
of need, medical service can be requested directly from
any of them, or by calling the Palestinian Red Crescent
Society’s emergency (PRCS), Tel: (101)

« Education

Nablus has two universities; an-Najah National Univer-
sity (NNU) and al-Quds Open University (QOU). A lot of
the educational programs and degrees are provided by
these two universities. They include the bachelor’s, the
master’s and doctoral levels. In addition to that there
are a number of community colleges such as /bn Sina
College for Health Sciences, an-Najah National College,
Hisham Hijjawi College for Technology, Andaleeb al-
Amad College for Nursing, Mariam Hashem Center for
Culinary Arts & Catering and ar-Rawda College.

« Cultural Life

Various cultural and musical festivals are held in the city
of Nablus throughout the year. However, they are inter-
mittent and not scheduled on specific dates. There are a
number of cultural institutions that are active in literary
seminars and public lectures. Furthermore, there are
programs and clubs for children in a number of cultural
centers, particularly during the summer period.

The programs for any of these institutions and clubs



- Drinking Water and Utilities

There are a number of public water fountains inside
the old city. These have clean, drinkable water. How-
ever, visitors are advised to drink mineral water which
is abundantly available. The public utilities along the
streets should be used only when absolutely necessary.
It is preferred for visitors to use the utilities of the hotels
and restaurants where visitors stay or eat.

- Restaurants and Popular Cuisine

There are quite a number of restaurants in the city.
They are of all levels, and they provide a versatile range
of foods and beverages. Their locations are scattered
throughout the city. The number of shops and restau-
rants providing this service, which are licensed by the
Municipality of Nablus, is 205. There are also several
traditional bakeries within the old city. The visitor can
buy fresh bread from them; such as, manaqgeesh (baked
bread with thyme “Za’tar” and oil, cheese or egg). There
are also a number of restaurants inside the old city. They
provide special mealsin the morning, perhaps the most
famous of which are chickpeas“Hummus”, flavia, falafel,
Khiltah, baba ghannoug “baked eggplants with tahina”,
garlic pie, tamriyyeh, zalabyeh with sweetened pump-
kin, and tahina sweet and iris.

With regard to the special foods for which Nablus is fa-
mous, al-Akkoub “wild thorny plant”is at the top of this
list, Manadeel, trays of kufta “fried minced meat” with
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tahina or tomatoes, kubbeh, green stew, akkawieh stew,
boiled, and chip potatoes. In addition, there are various
popular dishes that are common in Palestine. These in-
clude zucchini, yalangi “stuffed grape leaves” etc. Most
famous restaurants for traditional food Ajaj, At-titi, and
Muntada Rita inside the old city.

Visitors will want to try Nabulsi sweets. The most fa-
mous of these are: kunafah, soft, rough or borma types.
Then there are kullaj; qatayef, pumpkin candy, and tahi-
na sweets. Finally you can choose baglawa, lady cheeks,
surret bint al-Malik, crow’s nest, ballourya, borma, pie,
and lady lips.
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. Safety and Security

In order to ensure the safety and security of visitors you
are strongly advised not to walk near the Israeli road-
blocks and “checkpoints” of whatever kind they may
be: and which are often set up at short notice. These
should only be approached in motor vehicles. Thereis a
tourism security service dealing with the security affairs
and needs of visitors. In case of need, you are advised to
contact the Central Police Department, Tel: (100).

- Communications

Palestinian telecommunications companies Jawwal
and Al-Wataniya provide mobile phone and internet
services via a 3G network, as well as roaming through
connection with different global networks. Visitors from
abroad are recommended to buy a SIM card from one
of the two local companies if staying for a long period.
The SIM card is obtainable from either of the compa-
nies’ centers, or from the accredited telephone stores
spread across the city.

« Local Customs

Nabulsi people normally notice visitors from outside
the city, especially the shopkeepers inside the old city
who consider it quite normal to talk to them, ask them
where they come from, and what their names are. This
is a normal part of the local culture, and far from indi-
cating a desire to be intrusive is in fact their way of wel-

coming you. Such brief exchanges can easily be ended
by a smile, should you wish.

Nablus is a socially conservative city, and we recom-
mend that you dress modestly. Visitors should avoid
eating food in front of the general public in Ramadan's
“month of fasting” and it is not allowed to drink alcohol
in public places.

« Accommodation

Nablus has a large number of hotels. They are diverse
in classification and location inside the old city, down
town and Rafidia. All the hotels in Nablus that are au-
thorized by the Palestinian Ministry of Tourism and An-
tiquities are shown in the attached table.

+ Currencies

The main currency used in Nablus and throughout Pal-
estine is the New Israeli Shekel (NIS). Traders deal with
American dollars (USS$) and the Jordanian dinar (JD) as
well. Several licenced bureau de change shops are lo-
cated in the city. Credit cards cannot be used in a large
number of shops but are accepted in some restaurants
and hotels. Visitors can take advantage of the large
number of ATMs located across the city to withdraw
cash. There is a number of Automatic Teller Machines
at the entrance to the central commercial compound
in the main square area as well as in all banks. The loca-
tions of the various banks and the ATMs are indicated
on the attached map.



+ Arrival to Nablus from cities in Israeli Territories
In case of travelling to Nablus from northern Palestine
such as Haifa or Nazareth, access to Nablus is through
the city of Jenin. In coming from Jaffa (Tel Aviv) or Net-
anya, then through the city of Tulkarm, and from Jeru-
salem through Ramallah.

N.B. {Important Note): There are a number of Israeli
check points along the roads between the Palestinian
cities as well as along the 1948 Green Line border be-
tween lIsraeli territories and the West Bank. Pedestrian
crossings are not permitted, and passage is only al-
lowed by vehicles. There is direct public transportation
between Jerusalem and Ramallah only. It is necessary
to pay attention to the validity of traffic directions s
shown on websites, as some companies adopt skewed
directions away from Palestinian urban centres.

+ Travelling between the cities of the West Bank
and Nablus
Nablus can be reached via four main entrances: From
Jerusalem-Ramallah, from the south eastern entrance
(Huwwara), through the Za'tara Junction. From Jericho
and the Jordan Valley, it is through the north eastern en-
trance through Wadi al-Bathhan. From Jenin or Tulkarm
and the Palestinian coast, it is from the west through
Deir Sharaf and Beit Iba. From Qalgilya to the west and
from the Palestinian coast also, itis from the area of Beit
Wazan. There is a bypass road from Huwwara towards
Sarrah village that enables the visitor to reach directly
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from Jerusalem to the western part of Nablus.

There is a regular public transportation network among
the Palestinian cities. It is easy to reach Nablus from Pal-
estinian cities inside the West Bank via the public trans-
port station that is located at Jaffa street in the western
side of the city center.

+ Travelling to or from the villages around Nablus

There is a public transport station that is located at the
west end of Felasteen street. This station is only for pub-
lic transportation from Nablus to the western villages.
Visitors going to the villages in the eastern part of Nab-
lus province, can use the eastern station that is located
at the eastern end of the old city in as-Sakia street. It is
necessary to note the departure times of mini autobuses
as they are linked to the presence and completeness of
passenger numbers, which are usually variable, unpro-
grammed, and often do not continue late in the evening.

+ Moving around inside the city

Within the city, there are many taxi cab services con-
necting all parts of the city through the central com-
mercial compound in the main square area. The park-
ing ranks of these taxi cabs are arranged according to
their directions. Those that head eastward park on the
first underground level. Beneath them, there are the
taxi cabs that head westward. Visitors are recommend-
ed to order a private taxi cab to travel from one location
to another within the city.
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Generally, visitors to foreign countries need to know as
much as possible concerning the detailed information
about their destination. The following detailed infor-
mation aims at making a visit to Nablus easier, starting
from the first steps of their journey and guaranteeing
everything required for a pleasant stay. A number of
tourist companies in Nablus provide services needed
for travel, flight booking, local and external travel. All of
them are licensed companies, registered by The Minis-
try of Tourism. They are listed in the attached table.

+ International Travel

Due to the fact that the Israeli occupation is controlling
the borders of the State of Palestine, international
flights are only via Israeli airports. The Palestinian Au-
thority has no control over this. Visitors are advised to
contact their embassies to inquire about the required
procedures. It is worth mentioning that most countries
have consulates in the city of Ramallah as well as em-
bassies in Tel Aviv. They should be in a position to ad-
vise on immigration formalities.

+ Arrival to Nablus from the Airport
Itis possible to reach Nablus from Tel Aviv airport by rent-
ing a car from any rental company located there. Howev-

er, it is preferable to rent a taxi cab from one of the Pal-
estinian transportation or tourist companies in Nablus.
This requires a prior reservation (I'timad taxi, Tel: 00972-
9-2371439 or Al-Madinah taxi Tel: 00972-9-23777777).
The duration of travel is approximately one hour, and it
is possible to arrange return journeys. Traveling by public
transportation - in case there is a need to reduce costs - is
possible on arrival at any of the cities near the borders of
the West Bank. Perhaps the easiest and safest means is
to arrive at the city of Jerusalem, and from there to Ra-
mallah and then on to Nablus. This may consume a lot of
time and it will not be possible during night time.

+ Travelling by road from Jordan

Coming from Amman, capital of the Hashemite King-
dom of Jordan HKJ to Nablus is either via the King
Hussein Bridge (Allenby) or the Sheikh Hussein cross-
ing border. On coming from the King Hussein Bridge,
travelling to Nablus can be easily arranged by renting
a taxi cab from a Palestinian car-rental or transport
company (contacts mentioned above), or by means of
public transport that is available at the Palestinian sta-
tion in Jericho. The duration of travel to Nablus is about
an hour and a half. In coming from the Sheikh Hussein
crossing border, to get to Nablus, the visitor needs to
order a private taxi cab since public transport is rarely
available there.



church. The reason for the demolition of the church is
due to the earthquake that struck the town.

An Ottoman mosque was later built there in 1892. It was
located above the eastern part of the cathedral and is
still standing today, named after Sultan Abdul Hamid Il.
Sebastia, the Mamluk, the Ottoman (Turkish) and the
modern village of today has retained its ancient Roman
name. The historic town with its courtyards, streets and
narrow alleys is considered a model of traditional Pal-
estinian architecture. It is one of the al-Karasi villages
(sheikhdoms) that prevailed at the end of the Ottoman
period. The most important sites to visit include the
museum in the yard of the church, the mosque, where
the shrine of John the Baptist’s burial is located, and the
nearby al-Kayed palace.

- Residence in Sebasitia

Visitors can stay in the al-Kayed palace, a beautiful her-
itage palace from the Ottoman era, or at the Mosaic
guest house. They are both in the old town. Contact Mr.
Ahmed Al-Kayed, mobile # 0599473646, https://kayed-
palace.wordpress.com, or the Mosaic guest house, con-
tact Mr. Shadi Al Shaer, mobile # 0598164763.

Sebasitia - The:Qld City

|
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been covered with a huge dome. It contains ornament-
ed stone coffins and beautiful stone statues. It can be
seen in the middle of the old town near the mosque
where it is located at a low level below the main street.

« The Columns Street

The columns street extends from the western gate of
the Roman city towards the east at a distance of about
800 m. Its width is between 12-15 m. There had been
covered corridors on both sides of the street. Behind
them, there had been shops fronted by approximately
600 columns. These all can be viewed from the upper
city, or passing through it on the way out of the town
through the western gate.

« Augustus Temple

It is a huge temple that rises on a hill at the top of the
archaeological site. In front of it there is a courtyard that
had been surrounded by rows of columns. It had been
built in the year 30 BC.

« The Stadium

The stadium is located at the northern slope of the hill
named Karm ash-Sheikh. It extends 195 m.inlength and
58 m. breadth. Despite its distance from the town cen-
tre, it had been part of this huge archaeological area.
The stadium is still buried in earth and it has not been
erected yet. Originally this site had been a playing area

surrounded by two identical buildings as well as four
rows of columns dating back to the last quarter of the
second century AD.

During the Byzantine period (324-636 AD), Sebastia
had become an episcopal center linked to the presence
of the tomb of John the Baptist (Prophet Yahia, Peace
Be Upon Him). In this early Christian period, the tradi-
tion had grown that Sebastia had been the site of John
the Baptist's burial after he had been executed at the
behest of Herod’s stepdaughter Salomi. The town had
become an attraction to Christian pilgrims. Two church-
es had been built there., the first of which is located to
the south of the archaeological site hill. It is in the form
of a small basilica that had been established in the fifth
century AD, and it is located on the southern slope of
the Acropolis. The second church had been built in the
modern town of Sebastia.

Sebastia had been conquered by Amr ibn al-Aas during
the Caliphate of Abu Bakr as-Siddig in the year 634 AD.
During the Crusader period (1099-1187 AD) a huge ca-
thedral had been built above its ruins. Sebastia then
had returned to Islamic rule in 1187 after the battle
of Hittin. The village where the mosque is located had
been mainly the building of the Latin cathedral. It dates
back to the second half of the twelfth century, and it
had been built above the foundations of the Byzantine



Sebastia had been an important political and administrative capital
during the Iron Age Il (900-538 BC). The city had fallen in the year 722
BC under the control of the Assyrians. In the Assyrian period, Sebastia
had been a regional ruling center. Later on, it had been under Persian
rule in the period between 538-332 BC. Sebastia had continued to per-
form its administrative role during the Hellenistic period (332-63 BC)
after its subjugation by Alexander the Great. Huge fortifications had
been built around the upper town “The Acropolis”. Circular towers at
the gates were built then.

After the subjugation of Sebastia to Roman rule (63 BC - 324 AD), the
town became part of the province of Syria. Emperor Septimius Severus
had granted it the administrative status of “Cologne”in the year 200 AD.
During the Roman period the town witnessed the implementation of
huge construction projects; such as the wall, the western gate, and the
colonnaded street. They all had been built in addition to the basilica,
“the market’, the public arena, the theatre, the temple of Augustus, the
couri temple, the sports stadium, the aqueduct, and the tombs. Most
of the ruins standing in the town today date back to that era. Visitors
can see these sites, which include: -

+ The Basilica

The basilica is located at the main square of the town, at the forefront
of the archaeological site. The remains of it are a group of huge basalt
columns, arranged in parallel rows.

- The Royal Tombs
The Royal tombs date back to the end of the second century and the
beginning of the third one AD.They consist of a square room that had

The Basilica
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can order a private taxi cab from one of the accredited
offices).

Visitors are advised to tour the archaeological site in the
afternoon. Alternatively, they might wish to start their
visit in the early morning to avoid the hot sun.

+ Location and History

The Town of Sebastiais located 12 km. to the north west
of Nablus city. It is at the intersection of the Palestinian
coastal plain road with the northern one linking Nablus
- Jenin. The Town's location gives it a very beautiful view
over the surrounding hills which are planted with olive
trees and all kinds of almonds, peaches and apricots.
The site of Sebastia rises about 450 m. above sea level.

There were several names for this town, the first of
which dates back to the second Iron Age, when it was
founded. Its name had been - Samaria - and the ori-
gin of the name goes back to the original owner of the
Can'anite hill, whose name had been - Shamer - the
name stands for “the guard”, according to the ancient
Can’anite language. This is according to the first book
of The Kings: 16:24.

It is believed that Sebastia had been erected on the
spot on which the town of Samaria was located, Sa-
maria dating back to the year (885-874 BC). It had been
mentioned as “The Kingdom of Amri*, and on the plate
of the Moabite king Mesha’it had been named as (Yes-

rel). In reference to king Amiri, he had built the town and
made it the capital of his kingdom. This plate is being
displayed at the Louvre Museum in Paris. It dates back
to about the year 840 BC.

Another name, according to what had been found at
the obelisk of the Assyrian king Shalam Nassar lll, is dis-
played in the British Museum. This obelisk dates back
to around 825 BC. and was referred to as Sebastia, “The
House of Amri”. This had been the ruling family of the
capital of the kingdom of Yesrel.

When Emperor Octavian had presented Sebastia as a
gift to king Herod, in 30 BC, to rule it as part of the Ro-
man Empire, and when the Roman Senate called Em-
peror Octavian “Augustus” in 27 BC, King Herod called
the town “Sebaste”, in honor of Emperor Augustus. Ac-
cording to the ancient Greek language, it means “re-
vered” from which the name Sebastia has been derived.

The numerous archaeological excavations carried out
at the site since the beginning of the twentieth century
showed that the oldest archaeological evidence dates
back to the Early Bronze Age (3200 BC). A number of
the town’s landmarks dating back to the Iron Age Il - the
Ninth and Eighth centuries BC - had been discovered.
They included the upper town“The Acropolis”encircled
by the surrounding defensive walls. The archaeological
site within the wall contains the royal palace compound
and a central courtyard.



The Samaritans do not eat carrion or pork, the sacrifice
will not be allowed unless the high priest is given his
share from it in return for his supervision, and this share
is the right front leg.

The annual calendar of the Samaritansis lunar, and their
feasts are seasonal. Their calculations follow a balance
between the lunar year and the solar year by a system
of leap years which consist, according to their calendar,
of thirteen months and recur approximately every four
years.

Visitors are encouraged to see the exhibition of photo-
graphs covering construction of the synagogue. Entry
is free, but needs prior arrangement with the manage-
ment of the school at the site of the exhibition. See the
special section for general celebrations to acknowledge
the special festivals of the Samaritans.

2- Sebastia

The region of Sebastia, its surroundings, archaeological
sites, and the historic town is considered to be one of
the main tourist attractions in Palestine. It is included
in the preliminary list of the cultural and natural heri-
tage sites of universal value in Palestine and has been
classified as a site of Outstanding Universal Value by
UNESCO.

The journey from Nablus to Sebastia takes about 20-25
minutes. At the end of Felasteen street there is a special
parking lot for the public vehicles which transport pas-
sengers to the town of Sebastia. (Alternatively, the visitor

=
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carried to a site on the top of the mountain. They call
the site: “The Castle of the World” It is the holiest of the
holies that they have kept for 3,600 years. Among the
Samaritan records there is a complete list of the com-
munity’s high priests extending back to more than 130
generations. The Samaritan synagogue has what they
claim as the oldest Torah scrolls in the world written in
the distinctive form of old Hebrew.

Long ago, the Samaritans had lived in a special quarter
in the south western part of the old city, named after
them. It is known as “Harat as-Sumarah] which is a part
of al-Yasminah quarter. After the earthquake of 1927 AD
most of the members of the Samaritan sect moved to
live in the suburbs of the city. During the First Intifadah,
the number of the families who moved to live perma-
nently on top of mount Jarzeem increased noticeably.
Over recent decades, the holy mountain has become a
permanent residence for many of them.

The Samaritans claim: “there is neither a Samaritan reli-
gion, nor a Jewish one. The religion according to them
is just Israeli. The name Samaritan returns to the time of
Dawad and his son Sulayman (the Biblical Kings David
and Solomon). Since there had been dissent between
Dawdd, the king, and the chief priest because the lat-
ter refused to build a temple in Jerusalem, his followers
had been called Shumrim. It means in Arabic the con-
servators; i.e., those who conserve their old traditions”.
Consequently, they had refused to build a temple in
Jerusalem. The Samaritan people are related to two

of the tribes of Israel - the Tribe of Levy, whose people
form the clergymen and priests, and the tribe of Yasuf,
descendants of which comprise the remainder of the
community-.

The Samaritans live according to the strict rules of the
Pentateuch, the first five books of the testament. They
observe very tight dietary restrictions where meat is
not considered to be kosher unless the front quarter
has been given to the high priest. Samaritan women
maintain strict menstruation taboos. They also believe
that mount Jarzeem is the site that God had chosen for
the temple, rather than the city of Jerusalem

The beliefs followed by the Samaritans have five pillars
and the mostimportant one is monotheism. The Samar-
itans bathe to remove impurity, they bury their dead
and declare the name of God by saying “We announce
and say that there is no God but God! Their prayer is
preceded by a complete purification ritual and an ab-
lution. Their prayer includes prostration and kneeling,
facing the direction of Mount Jarzeem, and they do this
twice a day, once before sunrise and once before sun-
set. On Saturday (Shabbat), they have to pray at seven
appointed times of day.

There are a number of rules and laws that the Samari-
tan belief imposes and they cover family relationships,
marriage and other subjects. Saturday is the Samari-
tans’holy day, and they are not allowed to eat sacrifices,
except from another Samaritan, and the sacrifice must
have special conditions.



== Seventh:- Places to Visit outside Nablus

1-The Samaritans of Nablus

Nabulsi society is characterized by the presence of the
three religions, Islam, Christianity, and Samarian which
have lived in the city throughoutits history and do so to
this day. Harmonious co-habitation between the differ-
ent religious faiths is one of the city’s most prominent
features.

These inhabitants form an integral part of Nabulsi so-
ciety. There is a tie that binds its members into social
relationships which are for the most part cordial and
appreciative, despite differences of religion and sect.
The present-day population of the Samaritans in Nab-

L

The Samaritans'on top of Garzeem Mountain

lus does not exceed 408 persons.

The Samaritans are the descendants of Yaqab ibn ishag
ibn tbrahim (the Jacob of the Old Testament), and Misa
lbn Imran (Moses) is their prophet. They claim kinship
to the ancient Israelites. They say:“The name Israel is an
adjective of our master Jacob, and the meaning of Israel
is 'the power of right”

Mount Jarzeem is the holiest site in the Samaritan re-
ligion. It is the direction to which the Samaritans face
when they pray. According to the Samaritans, the tab-
ernacle that God ordered Moses to build had been
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. The Danish Park [1-11]

This park is located at Karm al-Hilu street, opposite the Jamal Abd - an-Nasser girls' secondary school. It is a small
park, family-sized, with free entry. Hospitality services are paid.

« The Al-Ailat “families/households” Park [G-10]

This park is located at the eastern end of Rafidia main street. It is the oldest and most beautiful site for public gath-
ering in the shade of its huge trees, offering traditional drinks, and a nice quiet sitting area. Entrance is free, but the
services are paid.

+ The Jamal Abd - an-Nasser Park [G-10]

This giant park is located opposite the former Al-Ailat Park, at the eastern end of Rafidia street. It has an open am-
phitheatre where public celebrations are normally held. It is most suitable for walking, jogging or biking and for
families preferring self-service. Entry is free.

« Thels’ad at-Tufulah Park[ K-16 ]

This is a fascinating park that is located at the eastern part of the city. It is characterized by suitable, safe playing
areas for children, which are the best in terms of quality anywhere in the city. The park fits the needs of any normal
family gathering. It is self-serviced since its administration is affiliated with the municipality of Nablus, and entrance
fees are quite moderate.



== Sjxth - The Public Parks

There are a number of public parks in the city. These are
beautiful recreational outlets for the city’s residents and
visitors alike. Their locations are distributed throughout
the city. The nature of the service provided for visitors
there varies too. It can be set out as follows- :

+ The Sama Nablus Park [ D-1 0]

It is the park that is located at the northern mountain of
Eibal. It rises about 680 m. above sea level. The park has
a beautiful view of the city and the surrounding moun-
tains up to the western coast line of Palestine, especially
in the evening. It has a free open arena and a number of
restaurants and cafes in addition to a children'’s playing
area. Access to the park is by motor vehicle or taxi cab.
A small entry fee is charged. Apart from the open spac-
es, which are free of charge, there are also restaurants,
cafes and a children’s playing area.

» The Al-‘Alam “banner” Park [ C-9]

The al-Alam park is located at the north western end
of the summit of Eibal mountain. It rises about 710 m.
above sea level. This is where the highest flagpole of
Palestine is located, and there is a beautiful view of the
city and beyond towards the Palestinian coast.

Tourist Itenaries in Nablus

+ The Recreational, Entertainment Centers and Parks
of Wadi al-Bathan
There are a large number of facilities on both sides of
Wadi Al-Bathan along the highway to the Jordan Val-
ley. Itis about 5 km from the city of Nablus towards the
north east. This is considered to be the most beautiful
of the pleasant outlets of Nablus. It has been built be-
side the fresh water spring that flows in this valley in the
summer and winter.
Several parks with swimming pools and water games
have been established in this area. The trekkers there
can sit in the middle of the glittering fresh water flow-
ing through the parks. Entrance fees vary according to
the number of people in the group. The attraction suits
the needs of families, young people and children. Visi-
tors are advised to keep their children close to them, as
the level of public safety control is limited.

« The Khallet al-Amoud “Al-Hursh” Park [ L-15]

This park is located at the eastern end Jarzeem moun-
tain. It rises about 620 m. above sea level, overlooking
the eastern plains of Nablus and the mountains of Jor-
dan. It is a regional park - frequented by the people of
the neighborhood in particular -, but it is open to all
visitors and itis managed by the municipality of Nablus.
The parkis small in size, self-serviced and does not have
any entrance fees.
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Hukamah, at-Tineh mosque, the Nymphaeum, Hashem
house, the garden and Municipal Community Resources
Center, then al-Qarydn Quarter, at-Tota yard, abd al-Hadi
house, then al-Yasminah neighborhood, where you will
find the Kan'an soap factory, th al-Qadi bath, al-Kham-
mash soap- Breik mill -, as-Satin mosque, Hawsh al-
At'at to an-Nasr street, then Arafat soap factory and
Arafat house, al-Hanbali mosque and the old Khan mar-
ket, and back to the starting point at Hittin street.

3- Route No. 3 the black line, starting from al-Khadr
street near the al-Fatimiyya school in the west towards
al-Yasminah neighborhood, Hawsh al-‘At‘at , as-Satun
mosque, al-Khammash soap - Breik mill -, al-Qadi bath,
Kan'an soap, abd al-Hadi house, then al-Qarytn neigh-
borhood, at-Tota yard, at-Tineh mosque, the Nymphae-

um, Hashem house, the garden and Municipal Commu-
nity Resources Center, then on to al-Mandarah square
where you will find the Sardya al-Hukamah, Safan
house, the new and the old Khan markets, and then
the al-Hanbali mosque, Arafat soap factory and Ara-
fat house Finally from there to an-Nasr street, and to
the west towards the starting point near al-Fatimiyyah
school.

The visitor may walk back and forth on an-Nasr street,
or the street parallel to it, which is passing through the
old Khan market, where most of the sites and shops that
attract visitors are located to complete a comprehen-
sive visit to the old city. The duration of the tour inside
the old city is estimated at between 80-120 minutes,
according to the visitor’s preferences. See the attached
map of the old city.

/. Nablus Municipality



» The House of ‘Ashar[1b-11.4]

This house was built by Haj ‘Afif ‘Ashar. He had been a
merchant and soap factory owner. The house is at al-
Khadr street in the western end of the old city. It con-
sists of two storeys, a ground floor with a courtyard
surrounded by an fwan and several rooms. The upper
storey of the house contains living quarters.

The most significant feature of the house is the open
vard at the entrance area on ground level. There is a wa-
ter fountain that is made of ornamented marble in the
middle of the entrance yard, surrounded by white mar-
ble tiles covering the floor.

It is considered a beautiful example of the Damascene
home in form and ornamentation; especially the black
and white patterned tiles on the floors.

Tourist Itenaries in Nablus

Explanation of the Tourist Itinerary, Line of
the Old City

The estimated travel time by bus or car between the
eastern part of the city and the old city is about 15-20
minutes. Almost the same time is needed to travel be-
tween the city center and mount Jarzeem. Roaming be-
tween sites inside the old city is often easier than out-
side, especially in the summer.

The visitor may choose any of the paths shown on the
attached map of the old city. According to the starting
point, the various lines are detailed as follows: -

1- Route No. 1 the red line, starting from the main
square in the center of the city, the narrow alley that
leads to al-Hanbali mosque, Arafat soap factory and
Arafat house, then to an-Nasr street, and from there to-
wards al-Yasminah neighborhood, where Hawsh al-At‘at
is located, as-Satin mosque, al-Khammash soap facto-
ry - Breik mill - al-Qadi bath, Kan'an soap factory, abd
al-Hadi house. Then to al-Qarytdn quarter, at-Tota yard,
at-Tineh mosque, the Nymphaeum, Hashem house, the
garden and Municipal Community Resources Center,
then back to al-Mandarah square, where Safdan house,
Saraya al-Hukamah, the new and old Khan markets, and
back to the starting point at the city main square.

2- Route No. 2 the green line, starting from al-Manarah
square after reaching it through Hittin Street, the new
and old Khan markets, al-Mandrah square, Saraya al-



. The House of Al-Agha Tigan [Ja-12.3]

This house lies at an-Nasr street in the old city. It con-
sists of two parts. The northern one had been used by
the renowned scholar Qadri Tagan for living in. The
western part was home to the famous Palestinian poets
Fadwa Taqan and her brother Ibrahim Tagan.

The internal part of the house is reached via a stairway
that leads to a courtyard and an Iwan that is fronted by
a beautiful water fountain overlooking the yard.

At the end of the yard there is a stairway leading to the
eastern section with the roof built of red bricks. This
storey houses several rooms distributed around a wide
middle hall. The main distinctive features of the rooms
are the patterned gypsum ceilings with drawings of
geometrical shapes and reeds in various fine colours.
« The House of ‘Arafat [Ic - 12.3]

The house of Sheikh ‘Amr ‘Arafdt lies in the an-Nagib
guarter in the middle of the old city, to the east of
al-Hanbali Mosque. It had been constructed around

The House’ef Sheikh Amr ‘Arafat

1880 and had been originally the house of Nagib al-
Ashraf, denoting that Nagib was an Ottoman title for
an honoured position in the community and social sys-
tem. The neighborhood therefore had taken the name
of its prestigious resident.

The house has a large entrance gate leading to an open
yard. At the southern end of it there are stables for an-
imals with a door to the attached soap factory beside
them. The entrance of the house is in the north. There
is another gate beside it and a roofed passage distinct
in its height and size. This passage leads to the diwdn
of the house owners. The diwadn has a beautiful water
fountain.

The ‘Arafat house is also unusual for the role played by
its owners in its upkeep and restoration. The visual artist
‘Afaf Arafat and her sister, the educator and intellectual
Saba’'Arafat used to live in the house. It is connected
to the Arafat Soap factory, mentioned above, and the
Cultural Heritage Enrichment Center.



house for discussing complex theological questions.
Sheikh Munib of the family had been appointed as the
general mufti in the Ottoman empire.

« The House of Stfan [Jb-13.1]

The house of Safan lies in the middle of the old city, op-
posite the ‘Ayn al-Qaryin water pump and behind the
Ottoman Governmental Compound as-Sarayah. The
house is named after Haj Abd al-Karim Safan.

The external part of the house is distinguished by be-
ing one whole architectural unit surrounding other ad-
jacent buildings. It consists of three storeys. The ground
floor contains the diwan. Its rooms are overshadowed
by a large hall with a roof made of red bricks. The ceil-
ings are ornamented with colored gypsum. The middle
of the house is a relatively small courtyard. Beside this,
there is a steep stairway that leads to the upper storeys.
Part of the house is used as a small hotel.

« The House of Abd al-Hadi “Community Resource De-

velopment Center” (MCRC) [ Jb - 13.2]
The house of Abd al-Hadi represents a model of the old
city houses, where modern concrete had been used
in the construction. It was the residence of the former
mayor of Nablus, Na'im Abd al Hadi. The building was
recently renovated. It is now used as a “Community Re-
source Development Center” (MCRC) affiliated to the
Nablus Municipality, and a health center to serve the
residents of the old city.

Tourist Itenaries in Nablus

dhe House of Abd al-Rahim Abd al-Hadi
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A stairway in the front part leads to the upper rooms.
There is also a lush garden of fruit trees at the south
eastern end of the house.

. The House of Abd ar-Rahim Abd al-Hadi [Jb-12.2]
This house lies in the street joining the al-Yasminah and
al-Qaryin quarters. It had been established by Mahmdd
Bayk Abd al-Hadiin 1855 AD.

The house is distinguished by its large size. It consists of
four levels covering its whole area, and the open court-
yard in the center is surrounded by several lwans.

The reception area or Salamlik is clearly separated from
the women’s section or haremlik, where the former
looks like a completely separate building overlooked
from the north by several rooms, with a special entrance
high above the level of the diwan on the ground floor.
The eastern internal facade of the diwan’s yard is sur-
rounded by cylindrical pottery holes known as “kizan”
laid in a beautiful triangular structure. The stairway of
the building lies in the southern part of the yard. It in-
vites the visitor to walk through a passage, with a door
and further stairs leading to the wide yard in the middle
level of the building.

This house had been strengthened defensively. It used
to be situated at the farthest southern end of the old
city. It looks like a fortified castle from the outside. Old
photographs of the house show that it had been sur-
rounded by green gardens to the west and south. The

western facade is about 74 meters in length compared
to the 56 meters of the southern wall.

12.Merchants and Notables’ Residences

In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, merchants,
soap factory owners and other wealthy people of the
city had built distinctive houses.

These buildings are marvelous examples that display
the characteristic features of traditional architecture in
the city of Nablus.

A lot of these houses display specific architectural char-
acteristics. The main distinguishing features are the
spaces built to satisfy the social needs of the owners
represented by the diwan. For the sake of fulfilling eco-
nomic needs there had been a soap factory, and or a
bath-house for serving needs. These can be seen from
the main street. Entry to them requires a permit. The
following are examples: -

+ The House of Hashim [Jc -13.1]

This house lies in the al-Qarytin quarter in the highest
southern part of the Habs ad-Dam area.

Probably the most distinguished aspect of the house is
the orchard to the north and west. Itis supplied with a
water fountain surrounded by a ground that is paved
with Suftani slabs of stone. Beside the entrance area
there are two open lwans. The reception “diwan” of
Sheikh Munib Hashim there had been used as a special



ranged in advance. The following is a detailed illustration
for the three most prominent castles inside the old city: -

« The House of An-Nimr [lc-13.4]

The house of an-Nimr lies in the north eastern end of
the old city in the al-Habalah quarter. It dates back to
the early Ottoman era. Entering into the house of an-
Nimr one firstly arrives at the main yard in front of the
house through a large gate.

An-Nimr house is built on three levels. The visitor hav-
ing passed through the winter reception diwan on the
ground floor beside the entrance to the west arrives in
an open hall or lwan. This is usually supplied with a mar-
ble water fountain in front of it, overlooking the open
yard - the second Iwdn - of the entrance. Another hall
lies at the northern side of the yard. It has stone seats
on the sides and a water fountain of colored marble
in the middle with a shadirwan of white marble distin-
guished by its Damascene style. On the eastern side of
the entrance yard, there is a stairway leading to the pri-
vate residential area “haremlik”. Visitors are welcomed
to the ground floor, not the upper one.

« The House of Al-Bayk Tiigan[Ja-12.3]

The Tagan house is the largest of all the houses in the old
city of Nablus. It had been built with an area of about five
dunumsincluding the garden. It has vaults, arches, broad
yards, gardens, water fountains, and upper storeys.

Tourist Itenaries in Nablus

O e

The Tagan family came to Nablus in the early years of
the 17 century. They had great power in the region,
and the head of the family, Ibrahim Pasha Taqan (d.1795
AD) was the one who built this house. The main en-
trance courtyard is reached through a large entrance
gate from the main street that carried the family name.
The house consists of three residential compounds,
each with an open yard in the centre, built on several
levels above that of the main street.

The entrance-way leads to a wide passage of stone
seats for the guards to sit on. There is also a room for
them to rest close to the entrance next to the passage,
and the stables for horses are on the two sides of this
passage.



m Nostalgia for Nablus - the Homeland

11.The Palaces of Nablus

The residential construction in old Nablus has been a
product of the proficiency of its builders. It is clear that
they used their experience to work with local building
materials, adapting them to create architectural spac-
es that serve the needs of the users of the buildings
in accordance with their particular social and human
needs. In addition, monetary resources were the main
determining factor in governing the final form of the
construction.

A classification of the Nabulsi Palaces includes the resi-
dences of the local governors. During the Ottoman pe-
riod, they had ruled over the governorates of Palestine.
Their buildings had been accomplished according to
their architectural importance as well as the social and
political relationships of their owners. The residential
buildings are distinguished by their architectural style
besides their beauty, belonging to the notables and
merchants of the city.

The residences of the local governors are of a special
importance: the size is distinct. The details of their con-
struction are unique. The ability to defend a home is a
distinctive feature.

The other features include internal openness and a very
clear separation of the haramliik from the Salamlik, dif-
fering by a storey in height in order to assert the sepa-
ration of the private from the public sphere.

Another common feature of the entrance area to the

house is the large gateway. It is usually surrounded by
stone seats or mukassifat. The animal stables are nor-
mally nearby as well as places for the guards to sit and
rest.

The other parts of the construction are distinguished
by twdns. They usually overlook the internal yard where
there are water fountains and lush gardens laid out to
resemble paradise. From the architectural viewpoint,
these buildings are artistically creative in the ways the
masons have approached the topography of the origi-
nal site and harmonious use of a geometric design.
The inner yard is a wonderful example of the traditional
architecture in the old city of Nablus. It differs in size
in proportion to the area of the house. The factors of
location, height above the street and approach are tak-
en into consideration. All these terms had been set in
accordance with the specific design of the building.
There had been three indigenous families in Nablus
who had possessed these palaces. Each family had
owned one of these residential castles: An-Nimr family
located in the north -eastern part of the old city; al-Bayk
Tugan in the middle; and abd ar-Rahim abd al-Hadi in
the al-Qarydn quarter.

It is worth noting that visits to the palaces and the resi-
dential buildings require a special permit from their own-
ers. Although visitors are always welcome, they require
entry permits which are issued for times when the peo-
ple living there are free to receive guests. These can be ar-



summer dressing room. It is usually designed close to a
winter dressing one. Then there is the hot room which
is ringed by individual bathing cells, al-Khulwat. Usual-
ly there are narrow passages with heat-conserving low
doors at each end leading from one part of the bath to
the other. Ten different baths had been built in the old
city of Nablus at different times.

Certain days have been set aside for men rather than
women. Below are details of the baths which had been
built traditionally. They are visited for both bathing and
socialising. Lately a few baths have been refurbished
in heritage buildings such as the Ashour soap factory
in al-Nasr street, which had been reserved for women
only. However, the authentic traditional baths that were
restored and visitors can use are: -

- As-Sumara Bath [Jb-12.1¢c]

(Men's days: daily, Time: 09:00 - 24:00. Women's days: by
booking in groups only. Fees: NIS 40.Tel: 09-2385185)
As- Sumard bath is located in the southern eastern part
of al-Yasminah quarter. Its name may be because at one
time it had been owned or managed by Samaritans.
This bath belongs to the Tigan family. It is relatively a
small compound in comparison to other baths.

+ Al-QadiBath [Jb-12.2]
(It is used as a plant for confectionaries “sweets” which
visitors can purchase)
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Al-Qadi bath is located in the north eastern part of the
al-Yasminah quarter. Its establishment is attributed to
the Qadi Abd al-Wahid al-Khammash (1824 - 1873 AD).
This bath was built adjacent to his house, mainly for the
use of his wife, and the public on other occasions.

- Al-Jadidah “ash-Shefa’” Bath[Id - 12.3]
(Men's days: Saturday, Monday, Wednesday, Friday.
Time: 09:00 - 24:00. Women'’s days: Sunday, Tuesday,
Thursday. Fees: NIS 40. Tel: 09-2381176)
Al-Jadidah bath or ash-Shefa or ash-Shifa, is at an-Nasr
Street in the middle of the old city.
This bath has been the latest to be builtin 1736 AD. The
summer dressing room is unusually large in compari-
son with similar ones.
The bath is owned by the Tidgdn family. The inscrip-
tion lauds the city’s rulers and refers to contemporary
events:
When God decreed that felicity be completed
He inspired with Concorde the brothers of faithfulness
These are Salah, Ahmad, and Mustafa
The sons of Ibrahim, the most worthy successors
From the family of Tiiqan, who are famous for generosity
Elegance, bounty, perfection and fidelity;
They built the Na‘im and Shifa’ bath
Which is so attractivein its decoration,
in determining the date of its establishing 1 say:
“May pleasure always accompany them in the Shifa’
bath”



10. The Public Baths, The Turkish Public Baths

The Public baths, (hammam, plural hammamat) in Nab-
lus have played a central and distinguished role in the
social life of the city. They have served the need for
cleanliness and hygiene as well as the provision of a fo-
rum for livelihood and leisure for both men and women.

A beautiful environmental design had been employed
in the construction of the baths. The aim is the preser-
vation of the internal temperature inside the bath. This

“ash-Shefa” Bath

has been achieved by designing double doors at pas-
sageways at each end. Good ventilation has been taken
into consideration through holes in the roof, and natu-
ral light penetrates by means of round glass roof open-
ings. The roof itself is insulated and each bath has water
wells for collecting rainwater.

The layout and construction of the baths follows a com-
mon pattern. The entrance of the bath leads first to a




9. The Christian Inhabitants of Nablus and their Churches

The modern Christian citizens in Nablus had indig-
enously descended from the Ghassanid Arabs, who
came from Yemen in the tenth century AD. They had
then settled in the southern region of Jordan. Thence,
they had come to Nablus at the beginning of the sev-
enteenth century AD.

The vernacular folklore relates that the origin of this
group had been a single family comprising a father,
three boys and a girl. They had fled before then from al-
Karak city in Jordan to Nablus where they had demand-
ed protection and shelter from the governor of the
city. The Nabulsis had given them the district of Rafid-
ia, which had been named in honor of the girl, “Rafid;.
Concerning the churches of Nablus, there are several
attractive ones where the most important of them tra-
ditionally exist nowadays inside the old city: -

« St. Philip’s Episcopal Church [Ib - 11.3]

(Visiting time is open, free entry)

The Church of Saint Philip’s is located in the western
part of the old city. Itis at the end of al-Khadr street, and
it had been built in 1879 by a British missionary asso-
ciation. The church yard is alongside al-Khadr mosque,
and these two buildings are a sign of the cordial rela-
tions between Islam and Christianity
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St. Philip.Church - Arab Episcopal

« The Greek Orthodox Church of Saint Demetrius
[lc-12.1]

(Visiting time, Sunday morning, free entry)

The Church of Saint Demetrius is located in the western
part of the old city. The origin of the building dates back
to the year 1861. The church consists of a large prayer
room with an ornamented, unique, and very beautiful
wooden ceiling.
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during the Ayyubids dynasty. Later on, the rulers of the
Mamluks dynasty had renovated it as is indicated in the
inscription on the stone above the main entrance of the
mosque.

Among these works, there had been the construction
of the squared minaret at the northern side of the
mosque.

+ As-Satun Mosque [ Ja-12.1]

(Visiting time is open, free entry)

As-Satin mosque is in al-Yasminah quarter. This had
been the first mosque to be established after the con-
quest of the city in the first Islamic era. For this reason
it is nicknamed as “al-~Omari Mosque”. Later on, the
northern part of the current building had been expand-
ed. Rising from the mosque is a twelve-sided minaret
with a stone balcony. It is believed that the minaret had
been built in 1515 AD.

Various inscriptions are likely to be noticed in a number
of places within the mosque. The information they con-
tain is brought together in a single calligraphy to the
right of the entrance of the prayer room. It reads:

“In witness to the date shown in the As-Satin mosque
square, it is clear that the martyr, Jamal ad-Din Nar Alfah

{bn Shams ad-Din, God bless him, who had built al-"Uma-
ri mosque in 688 AH, and that the place for ablution and
the present prayer room had been built at the time of al-
Haj Sadaqgah al-Khudari, God bless him, in Rajab 798 AH.
But the old minaret before the current one was built at the
time of the martyr Mohammad Ibn ‘Imad ad-Din in Rabi’
al-Awwal 759 AH”

+ The Shrine of Sheikh Badran [Id - 12.4]

(External sighting from the main street)

This shrine is in the middle of the old city at an-Nasr
street. The building consists of one room that has two
marble columns. In the middle of the room lies the
tomb of Sheikh Badran 1bn Shibl tbn Hafiz an-Nabulsi. He
had been a military leader from the early days of Islam
and he had been martyred in Nablus in the sixth Hijri
century, around 1242 AD, where he had been buried.
It is most probable that the building was originally a
place for praying as well as a religious school named
al-Imadiyyah after Sheikh ‘Imad ad- Din Ibn Sheikh
Badran who was the supervisor of the building. The site
with a yard behind it had been used then as a school for
about 100 students throughout the Ottoman era.



Itis located in the center of the old city. An-Nasr Mosque
is one of the most significant monuments of Nablus.

A part of the facade of the Byzantine church that had
occupied the same site is still surviving in the building’s
western side. Next to this, there is a room that hous-
es an Islamic tomb. Inside it, there are four graves for
the Mamluk Farrakh family, and a fountain in the south
eastern corner.

The present building is the result of substantial recon-
struction in 1935 AD that lasted four years. Using con-
crete for the construction of the mosque presented a
great challenge in that period, especially given the
height of the building and the spread of its great dome.

- Al-Hanbali Mosque [lc - 12.3]

(Visiting time is open, free entry)

It is situated in as-Salahi Street. It is also known as
“al-Gharbi Mosque” (the Western Mosque) simply be-
cause it is located in the western part of the old city.
The rectangular prayer room in it has ten cylindrical
marble columns. They are erected in two parallel lines
marking the boundaries of three aisles in it. The capitals
of the columns are ornamented with the leaves of the
acanthus plant. The tall, graceful, cylindrical minaret of
this mosque had been constructed over its southern
entrance. The balcony of the minaret rests on a beauti-
ful ornamentation of stone supports “Zifr”.

The marble columns with ornamented capitals, the
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building style and the form of the aisles could sug-
gest that the building had been originally a Byzantine
church. However, taking the inscription into account, it
seems more likely that the building dates back to Otto-
man times given that it had been built by Sulayman al-
Qandni, who had replaced a small mosque previously
found on the same site. It is also likely that this recon-
struction had made use of marble columns with their
decorated capitals obtained from nearby ruins dating
to a much earlier era.

An inscription above the opening to the dais indicates
that works of reconstruction had been carried out at
the time of the Ottoman Sultan Mohammad Rashad V
in 1911 AD.

- Al-Khadrah Mosque [Jb - 11.4]

(Visiting time is open, free entry)

Al-Khadrah mosque is in the south western part of the
old city. It is nicknamed as as-Sultan Mosque on behalf
of the Mamluk Sultan, Sayf ad-Din Qalawadn. The rect-
angular prayer room is completely open. There are no
columns to support the roof. Instead, it is designed in
three perpendicular cross vaults which protrude from
the walls. The design of the roof is distinguished by the
presence of hanging vaults.

It is believed that there had been first a small magam
(shrine) in the site. This site is where the Crusaders built
a church. Later, it had been transformed into a mosque
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As-Salahi al-Kabir mosque, popularly nicknamed al-
Kabir mosque, is one of the most important historic
ones in Nablus. It is located at the eastern end of the
old city.

It is believed that the original building of this artifice
had been constructed initially as a Roman temple. The
evidence for that is ascertained from the presence of
a Latin inscription on the capital of a pillar there in the
northern-western corner of the main hall. “Of Lucius
Lacchus”. Itisthe shape of the pillars at the western end
where the rows comprise cylindrical columns with or-
namented capitals.

It was then transformed into a Byzantine church. This
is identified by the entrance at the western wall of the
building. There are 14 square pillars in the eastern part
of the main hall, and there is a corresponding contrast
between two styles of roof construction resulting in dif-
fering ceiling heights. These indicate that the construc-
tion had been made during the later Crusader era.

As the majority of Nablus dwellers had converted to Is-
lam, so the features of the building as a mosque had be-
guninconsequence. At the time of Salah ad-Din al-Ayy-
bi, the building had been converted to a mosque. The
building through its history had undergone several ep-
isodes of destruction and subsequent reconstruction or
restoration. There had been at first fifty-five pillars for-
merly; yet, there are only 12 still standing today.

In this mosque there are several masonry inscriptions,

the most important of which is what is still existing in
the eastern yard. The inscription of the writing there is
an Amiri decree in the beginning of Jumada al-awwal
713 AH. It emphasizes to return injustices to their own-
ers; such as, olive oil, wheat and barley... including fair-
ness towards Jews and Christians dwelling in the city.
And this is the pledge to the non-Muslim dwellers of
Nablus. Overall, it has the same degree of importance
as the Umari pledge to the natives of Elia - Jerusalem
- where Caliph Umar bin al- Khattab had guaranteed se-
curity to the non-Muslim natives of Jerusalem.

« An-Nasr Mosque [Ja- 12.4]
(Visiting time is open, free entry)

An-Nasr Mosque
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« An-Nabulsi Soap Factory [Ja-12.4]

(Visiting time, 09:00 - 16:00, free entry)

This soap factory is located at the main street of Nablus
old city, an-Nasr street. It is considered a good example
of a historic soap factory. There you can find old tools
that were used to produce soap. Visitors can also buy
hard and liquid kinds of soap.

« Al-Khammash Soap Factory “Breik Mill” [Ja - 12.1]
(Visiting time, 09:00 - 18:00, free entry)

Itis located at al-Yasminah quarter, opposite to as-Satin
mosque. It was built by

al-Qadi Abd al-Wahid al-Khammash, (d.1873). The build-
ing was transformed into a herbal shop, known today
as Breik mill. It has a sitting area that is furnished with
traditional seats and nice equipment from olden times.
Visitors to it can buy a variety of products there, and
they can enjoy sitting in it as well.

- Kan'an Soap Factory, The Cultural Center for Mem-
ory & Palestinian Narrative [Jb - 12.2]

(Visiting time, 09:00 - 16:00, free entry)

The soap factory lies at al-Masabin street that joins the
al-Qaryian & al-Yasminah quarters. It was renovated in
2018, and is now used as a cultural center aimed at
transmitting the Palestinian narrative through films and
historical documents. It has an electronic library for the
Palestinian curriculum.
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8. The Historical Mosques

There are ten historic mosques within the boundaries
of the old city in Nablus. It is believed that the as-Satin
mosque had been the first to be built there. Visitors to
the city are advised to consider the holiness of the place,
the intervals of praying, proper clothing and head cov-
ers; especially, during prayer times. Morning visits may-
be more advisable than at other times. The visiting time
is open and entry is free.

The most prominent of these attractions are the following: -

« As-Salahi al-Kabir Mosque [Jb - 13.3]
(Visiting time is open, free entry)

Al-Kabir Mosque



ters its name. That is al-Masabin street - street of the
Soap Factories -. The Soap factories were established
within residential dwellings. They can be identified by
their huge gates and large windows in the upper floor.
Undoubtedly, soap production represents an import-
ant part of the Nabulsi cultural heritage as well as of its
economy.

The basic materials needed for producing soap are ol-
ive oil, water, salt, al-Qili (the alkaline ash of the ash-Shih
plant from the Jordanian desert - the Arabic word is the
origin of the English word alkali-), and lime. Traditional-
ly lime was mixed with the al-Qili to produce an alkaline
liquid. More recently, al-Qili has been replaced by sodi-
um hydroxide that has the same effect.

The two soap factories in the centre of Nablus, Tugan
and Shaka‘a are still producing soap in the traditional,
conventional manner. Several other soap factories have
been refurbished and they currently have various uses.

They can be visited to have a glimpse of the production
of soap and benefit from their modern uses, specifically: -

« The Arafat soap factory, Cultural Heritage Enrich-
ment Centre - “CHEC”" [ Id - 12.3 ]
(Visiting time, 08:00 - 14:00, free entry, the revenue
from products sold there and guided tours of the city
are used for the benefit of cultural activities)
Built by sheikh Amr Arafatin 1918, The Arafat soap fac-
tory in the old city of Nablus has been renovated to
make it compatible for use as a multi-purpose cultural
centre. The centre provides a space suitable for cultural
activities, art and heritage; especially, rugs “hand-wo-
ven carpets’, ceramics and traditional soap made from
Palestinian olive oil.
the center offers special guided tours upon previous
arrangement: arafatn24@yahoo.com .



During the incursion into the old city of Nablus in April
2002, the Israeli Occupation Forces destroyed most of this
building. Nablus municipality restored it with the support
of the European Union (EU). Nowadays, it is being used as
a hotel with 12 rooms. The central yard in it is being used
as a restaurant that has a nice traditional sitting area.

6. Al- Qaryin Water Spring [Jc - 13.1] the bump site [Jb -
12.4]

(The location of the archeological site is closed; but it

may be visited by pre- arrangement with Nablus mu-

nicipality)

In Nablus, there are four water springs.The mostimport-

ant of which may be al-Qarydn spring which lies in the

Kan'an Soap Factory
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middle of al-Qarytn quarter behind at-Tineh mosque.
This spring was the main cause for the Romans to
choose the location of their town Neapolis where they
had built what is believed to be the Nymphaeum; i.e.,,
the building of a water spring. As water is still running
init, Nablus municipality has erected a nearby pump to
provide the old city with its pure water.

7. The Nabulsi Soap Factories

Nablus is the centre for the soap industry to the extent
that this product carried its name. The number of soap
factories in Nablus is forty-three distinct soap plants
or factories. Six adjacent soap factories gave the street
connecting between al-Qarydn and al-Yasminah quar-




Baghdad, and calico and prints from Manchester, besides the
textiles of the town itself.

The windows above market shops were for the rooms used
as dormitories for students coming from all over the Islamic
world so as to study in Nablus.

4. The New Khan Market [Ja - 13.1]

This market was built around 1883 AD. There are twenty shops
distributed equally on each side of the market. The current use
of most of the shops is for selling textiles.

This market had a wooden frame roof that was covered with
bricks. This was replaced with an iron roof in the 1980s. In the
summer of 1998, Nablus Municipality carried out a range of res-
toration work in the old city. It included repairs on this market
using the original tiles where the broken ones were replaced
with alternative stone slabs.

5. The Western Caravanserai “Khan al-Wakalah” [Ib- 12.1]
(Visiting time is open, free entry)

Several caravanserais were built in Nablus in order to support
trade in and out of the city. They also facilitated to a large ex-
tend the dealings and accommodation for visiting merchants.
Thefirst floor was designed to be used for dwelling. The ground
floor in it includes stables for camels and horses. The Western
Caravanserai (known as al- Yasr Arafat caravanserai), is one of
the most important historical buildings within the boundaries
of the old city. It is located at the western end of the black-
smiths market.



2. The Clock Tower [Ja-13.1]

(External sighting from the main street)

The natives of Nablus had erected the clock tower “as-
Sa‘ah” to celebrate the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of
Sultan Abd al-Hamid II's coronation in 1898. It is located
at al-Mandarah square in the middle of the old city. The
Sultan welcomed the initiative, and he had given Nab-
lus a German clock, which was mounted on the tower,
and it is still works today. This clock is one of the most
important cultural monuments of the city to the extent
that it was taken as an emblem for it, being decorated
with Ottoman calligraphy.

3. The Old Khan Market (Textiles Market) [Id - 13.1]
This market was built by ruler Lala Mustafa Pashain 1687
AD. The features of this market include a clear equality
in the areas of the shops, as well as the shapes of their
doors. They imply the desire for openness skyward and
the exploitation of the natural light besides good venti-
lation. All these characteristics for ventilation were tak-
en into consideration. The architectural design, in the
conclusion, was achieved by the rectangular openings
in the roof. There is also a large circular opening in the
middle of the market. That was for allowing more natu-
ral sunlight to penetrate.

This market was the clothing emporium during the
Ottoman era. It was well furnished with the bright silk
productions of Damascus and Aleppo in Syria, cloaks of

The Clock Tower
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Visitors are advised to visit_hawsh al-At‘at in the al-
Yasminah quarter. This place witnessed a lot of import-
ant events that were printed in the resistance history
memory of the city. It is where ex-president Arafat used
to hide from the Israeli army, just after Nablus was oc-
cupied in 1968.

Sites for Visiting inside the Old City

Itis possible to visit all the sites and buildings inside the
old city and enjoy their viewing from the main street
without restriction unless it is mentioned in e.g., some
of the more important sites related to the tourist walks
which have been inscribed on the special map of the
old city.

The traditional market in Nablus is considered one of
the most beautiful examples of markets in traditional
Arab towns as it has its oriental pattern. The commer-
cial activity in Nablus town used to extend farther than
the local market, especially during the eighteenth &
nineteenth centuries. The location of the town assisted
in extending the commercial roads for caravans com-
ing from the east to the west, and those heading from
the south to the north. As a result, its public life became
that of a regional entrepot for the trade routes reaching
out to Egypt, Syria, Hijaz, Mount of Lebanon and Europe
via Jaffa seaport to Marseille in France. Exports to these
locations included the famous Nabulsi soap, and other
specialities of the eastern market. Today however only

the two old textile markets survive. It is worth noting
that most of the stores close their doors on Friday and
the two first days of the Al-Fitr & Al-Adha feasts, and
herein below are the most important sites which are
worth visiting in the old city:

1. The Government Compound, Saraya al-Hukimah
[Ja - 13.1]

(External sighting from the main street)

The government compound is located at the head of the
road that leads to al-Qaryan quarter. It faces the clock
tower directly. The Sardya is a congregation of buildings
comprising rooms and halls. The first floor was set for
the police and the mounted gendarmerie. The prison
was situated on the ground floor. The court was on the
western side, and next to it there was a room for the Is-
lamic court which included a large hall for the mayor.




into three parts. The cross-roads and passage junctions
form the boundaries of each quarter.

Nablus, throughout its extended Islamic history, has
consisted of six quarters. They are the quarters of al-
Gharb, al-Habalah, al- Qisariyyah, al-Qarytn, al-‘Agabah,
and al-Yasminah. There are examples of a number of
quarters that were given special names, but they are
still technically parts of the mother quarters. For exam-
ple, as-Sumara quarter is actually a part of al-Yasminah
quarter. Al-Jozah, and ad-Dulab quarters are parts of
al-Qisariyyah one.

The name of the quarter is derived from the presence
of an important landmark; such as the name of the
ad-Dulab quarter, which is related to a wooden water-
wheel, a tool being used to lift water from an opening
connected to the Roman cistern that passes through
the lower parts of the area. It could also be that a name
was chosen because of the geographical area where
the quarter is located; such as, al-Gharb (the west) quar-
ter, which is located at the western end of the old city.
There is also evidence that the architectural form is in-
fluenced by the social structure: Each of them might be
inhabited by a specific family or sect. One very perti-
nent example is that of the as-Sumara quarter, where
the Samaritans lived, and it was subsequently named
after them.

Within the quarters, anumber of ahwash, (single hawsh),
can be found. Each of them is different in its area and
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the number of buildings that it contains. These ahwash
include within them semi-public areas. These spaces
are actually open squares within the residential areas,
and they are separated from the main market by means
of gates, used to be closed in the evenings.

Residential buildings are linked by a system of al-ah-
wash (yards) where each hawsh (yard) forms a special
residential area. It is considered as a part of the harah.
The ahwash represent a large portion of the total area
of the old city. Residential buildings in the ahwash have
a single entrance that is connected with the main street
by a relatively short passage although there are a few
buildings in the ahwash that have a direct entrance
onto the main street. These exceptions are distributed
throughout the old city.

The hawshis a group of more than two residential hous-
es which share a single entrance that leads to a shared
open square. Most of the ahwash have no other means
for access except the entrance itself.

The hawsh open yard is usually in the middle of this
framework such as in Hawsh an-Nasr, but is sometimes
at the end of a typical passage; as in the case of Hawsh
al-At'at. This is an urban form for the sake of giving a
strong characteristic framework to these parts of the
old city.

It was possible to discern ninety-seven ahwash in the
old city. As these Ahwash are residential areas, visiting
them may have social restrictions in many cases.
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Neighborhoods, Al-Harat, of the Old City

There is no clear division of the old city into different
neighborhoods according to their names, but it would
be easy to identify the public market area from the res-
idential part of the old city.

The markets and the squares which are connected with
it are in the public domain of the old city. At the edge
of the city, several commercial centers “khanat” were
built to be specialized for the hospitality of visitors, by
hosting commercial transactions, and for the purpose
of buying and selling.

The residential part of the old city is composed of quar-
ters, “harat” Al-Harat (the quarters) with its singular,
al- harah (a quarter) is a term that refers to an urban
entity which includes a number of different buildings
and units. It includes, mostly, residential buildings. The
limits of such an entity are confirmed by local residents’
agreement in naming and ascribing different buildings
to one harah or to another. This underlines the impor-
tance of privacy in the oriental identity of the old cities.
Social, economic, religious and cultural systems con-
tribute to forming this mixing and merging of different
buildings into a single spatial unit with known limits
and names. The term “Mahallah”, or district, is used to
refer to the same urban entity. The term “hayy” or quar-
ter is used for the same purpose, but it is a newer one. '
The two streets, an-Nasr and al-Khan, divide the old city : : E,;t‘ra,';ce ek ol At
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The old city of Nablus has been classified as a unique style of traditional architecture. It reflects a complex, organic
social structure which is connected to the fabric of relations between the people living there. The design of the ur-
ban fabric of the old city is compatible with the climate and geography of the place. This harmony is manifested in
the speciality of the buildings, in their size and the overlapping sections, illustrating professional construction that
took into account the particularities of the local, Islamic traditions and social customs.

This satisfies an important part of the human needs of the residents, simply because it reflects the proprieties of the
Islamic tradition and social custom in general.

The overlapping architectural structures form defined neighborhoods and ahwash. The interpenetrated blocks in it
overlook the main markets and public spaces which hide the privileged private space of the inhabitants, but they hint
at the beauty within it through a glimpse of green gardens and climbing plants on the external walls, fleeing their
confines so as to spread their perfume and ascend aloft, searching for light as if they are trying to hug the sun light.
Behind the windows, the wooden shutters are joined to the windows or a certain wooden balcony “mashrabiyyah’,
whose windows are made of wood that is fixed with rhombus shapes that shelter the inside of the house from the
heat of the sun, but they let fresh air penetrate and light to pass through.
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lllustration of the Tourist Itinerary Line

1. Down Town & Jarzeem Mountain Walk

The visitor may extend his walk by vehicle from the Hippodrome site at
the main square in down town, and then to the west where the western
Roman graveyards are located; and thence visiting Jarzeem mountain, the
Samaritans and the Roman amphitheatre. Afterwards, he may visit Rijal
al- Amad Sanctuary, opposite the eastern region. After finishing Jarzeem
mountain & the Samaritans visiting centre, the direction of travel will start
from the Jarzeem mountain and then on to the Roman amphitheatre to be
followed by the Rijal al- Amad Sanctuary. Thence, the eastern region and
the return to the western Roman cemeteries, then on to the main square
in down town to visit the Hippodrome, where you might park your vehicle
and then visit the old city on foot. The duration of the walk from down
town to these locations and visiting them is between 60- 90 minutes.

2. Eastern Region Walk

The line of the external frame of this walk was designed in such a man-

ner that the beginning or the ending of the town visit can be a matter of Sapterigfman Cemtry
personal choice as is the case with Nablus residents. It includes visiting

the eastern region, both from the eastern Roman cemetery, Yusuf Grave,

Can'anite Shakeem, Jacob's Well Church & Rijal AIFAmud, on condition that

the visiting of these sites is arranged in the manner that enables the visit- =P et
ing of the Well in time for its opening between the hours: 10:00- 12:00 or

14:00-16:00 in the afternoon, dencting that the tour by vehicle takes, upon

the desire of the visitor, between 60- 80 minutes, together with the interval

of movement 80 - 100 minutes. These estimated timings are dependent on

the size of the group and the means of transport, such as a private car or an

autobus: as this particular tour is a little too long to cover only by walking

on foot. -See the enclosed detailed itinerary map.




2. The Magam of Sheikh Ghanim [M-15]

{Visiting time 08:00 — 16:00, entry to the Magam is
through the Virgin Mary Church and is determined by
the Israelis who charge fees for entry).

This Magam is on the summit of mount Jarzeem at the
south eastern end of the city. It is most probable that
the man of the magam is Ghanim Ibn “lsa tbn Misa ibn
Sheikh Ghanim, who died in 1368 AD.

The Magam consists of one room, with a high vault-
ed roof. In the southern internal wall of the magam, a
small Mihrab is still present. The magam overlooks the
valley that includes a few parts of Nablus, as well as the
‘Askar plains and the surrounding hills. It extends to the
farthest north - eastern side of the Jordan mountains.
This Magam played a defensive role when the city was
exposed to danger. It acted then as a lookout area, The
building is under Israeli administration, the same as for
the Virgin Mary church, and admissionis required. From
its northern end there is a view point from where vis-
itors can see the east part of the city and the Jupiter
temple.

3. The Sanctuary of Rijal al- Amad “Men of the Col-
umn” [ K-15]

{Visiting time is open, free entry. It is advised to visit the

site at the time of praying to ensure the possibility of

entering it).

This Sanctuary is at the eastern end of the city. It is

Tourist ftenaries in Mablus

named after Sheikh Mohammad Amuad al-Nar “Moham-
mad the column of light”;, a man from Hadramut in Ye-
men, who came to Nablus in the early Islamic period.
Then he was buried in the shrine together with his sons.
The shrine consists of several rooms: the room of the
Imam who was called Afj, the room of privacy, the room
of the presence, the room of prophet Shith, the room of
master Af-Khadr, the room of Afi from Damascus and a
main hall that is topped by a vault which contains the
tombs. There are several stone inscriptions inside the
site. They denote its great religious importance.,

David Roberts painting of Makll
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It is located on the top of Mount Jarzeem. This church
was built in 472 AD during the reign of the Byzantine
emperor Zeno. It is considered unique because of its
octagonal shape and the defensive wall that surround-
ed it, with a square tower in each of its four corners. Is-
raeli occupation forces now control the site.

3. Bi'ral-Hamam Monastery [ L-13]

(Visiting time 08:00 - 16:00, free entry, visiting requires
a special arrangement with the house owner, Tel: 09-
2397301).

It is a historic hill that is located on top of mount Jar-
zeem, under Beit Filasteen. It is a relatively small Byzan-
tine monastery - dating back to the fifth and sixth cen-
tury AD - which was uncovered on this Tal. It has been
constructed in the form of a rectangular shape, with
mosaic floors. A further small museum was established
to exhibit the archaeological discoveries from the site.

Fourth: - Islamic Archaeologies outside
the Old City

Religious Shrines

There are 24 religious shrines in Nablus. A shrine (ma-
gam) mostly does not have a grave inside it, but it may
have a structure there in the shape of the grave for
blessing. A tomb that can be found inside the shrine

sometimes has a grave. A grave is the structure which
definitely has a body buried under or inside it. The zawi-
yah is for worshipping, and it does not usually have a
grave inside it. Zawaiyahs are mostly centers for Islamic
religious teaching and Sufi sheikhs. A few of these loca-
tions may be visited for awareness: -

1. The Magam of Yusuf (Joseph) [K-18]

(Visiting time is open, free entry, the visiting requires a
special permit from the Palestinian police at the gate).
This magam is in the middle of the village of Balatah,
to the east of the city. It consists of a square room with
a mihrab, next to an open hall {fwan). The present fea-
tures of the building indicate that it was built in the Ot-
toman era.

The Islamic Wagf department used to supervise the
magam during the British Mandate. Before that time, it
was under the responsibility of Sheikh Fayyad Abduilah
from Balatah village since 1906. He had received dele-
gated authority via a decree from Sultan Abd al-Hamid
Il. Under the Israeli occupation, the Israeli Authorities
seized the magam and changed it into a colonial out-
post under the religious pretence that it was the tomb
of the prophet Joseph. Yet, in spite of these atrocities,
the ownership of the magam, with its long Islamic his-
tory still stands.



Father Justinus Mamalus

drink; the story is from Genesis chapter 29 verses 1-10,
and that of the Samaritan woman from John's Gospel
ch4 vv5-30.

It is believed that the church on the well was found-
ed by St. Helena, the mother of emperor Constantine,
in 365 AD. Another belief argues that the church was
originally builtaround 1132, and it was rebuilt between
1169 and 1173. Only the foundations of the present
building date back to the Crusader period. Most of the
church had been destroyed in 1572. Work on the pres-
ent church had begun in 1908, but it was interrupted
by the start of WWIin 1914. The current church build-
ing was completed by Father Justinus Mamalus, who
devoted 30 years of his life to building the church until
it was officially opened in 2003. The modern building
includes pillars and capitals from various architectur-
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Illustration of The Church of The Virgin Mary

al styles. The building dominates the Balata area with
frescoes, gold decorations and a splendid red-tile dome
besides two towers.

The well of Jacob itself is underneath the main church,
and it is accessed by a steep flight of stairs in the an-
cient underground chapel. The well shaft is believed to
be over 40 m. deep and the water is naturally very cold
and clear.

To the left-hand side of the well, there is the tomb of
archimandrite Philoumenos Khassapis, who was beat-
en to death by an Israeli settler in 1979 who wanted to
Judaize the site.

2. Church of The Virgin Mary [ M-15]
(Visiting time 08:00 - 16:00, entry to the archaeological site
is determined by the Israelis who charge fees for entry).



the Hippodrome was built during the reign of Hadrian
in the second century. It held up to 25,000 spectators.
The 91-meter-wide racecourse extends 410 meters west-
wards. In the late third century, the eastern hippodrome
was rebuilt as an enclosed amphitheatre. It is a very un-
usual combination that is rarely found in Roman cities.
Only the base of the stone seats remains.

Jacab’s Well Church

Third: - The Byzantine Ruins

1. Jacob’s Well Church (Bir Yaqub) [ L-18]

(Visiting time 10:00 -12:00, and 14:00 -16:00, free entry,
donations are welcomed).

It is located on top of Jacob’s well, hence its name. It is
in the eastern part of the city; Jacob’s Well Church is the
most important religious building for Christians in Nab-
lus. It is the site that dates from the time when Jesus
Christ asked the Samaritan woman to give him water to




ed on top of al-Ras hill on the southern mountain, app.
840 m. above sea level. Israeli forces built a military base
around it. And so, visitors can only see the site from the
site of the Virgin Mary church in the opposite direction.
It is not allowed to be on the site.

2. The Roman Theatre[ J-13 |

(Visiting time is open, free entry, and it can be seen
clearly from the upper street).

It is located on the slopes of Mount Jarzeem in the
Kshaikah street. The external and internal diameters of
the theatre are nearly 110 and 64 meters respectively,
and that of the Orchestra is almost 25.4 m. With its ca-
pacity of nearly twelve thousand spectators, it is one of
the largest Roman theatres in Bilad ash-Sham.

Tourist Itenaries in Nablus

Th:e'Romba_ A Theatre

3. The Roman Cemeteries “Graveyards” [ J-19], The
Western [G-11]

(Visiting time is open, free entry to the archaeological site).
Two Roman cemeteries have been found in the city; the
eastern cemetery has ten graves that go back to the sec-
ond century AD. These graves bear inscriptions and carv-
ings of snakes that were believed to protect the spirits of
the dead. Another western cemetery is in Haifa street. It
is where stone coffins are in three caves with stone doors
and beautiful ornamentation and inscriptions.

4. The Hippodrome [ H-12]

(Visiting time is open, free entry, visitors are advised to
be careful from falling).

Itis situated south of the present-day al-Watani hospital,
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k&ena, The Caivanite eity =
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mm= First: - Shakeem, the Can’anite City [ K-17 ]

(Visiting time 8:00-17:00, admission free to the archae-
ological site, museum entry fees, NIS 10 adults, NIS 7
students, NIS 1 children, Tel: 09-2387919).

The Can’anite city of Shakeem is situated in the eastern
part of Nablus, known today as Balata Hill or Tal Balatah.
Ruins of a temple and of the governor’s palace are still
visible in what was once the middle of the Can’anite
city. The temple was known as the Fortress Temple
and it was a centre for worship of the god Baal. The re-
mains of three walls surrounding the city may also still
be seen. These walls were built during different peri-
ods; the remaining parts of these defensive walls reach

ig{Vestem Roman

nearly ten meters in height, but were originally much
higher. There is one main gate at the eastern approach
and another at the North West. The Ministry of Tourism
established a small museum on the site. Visitors can
also watch a documentary film about the Can‘anite city
lasting around 20 minutes.

m Second: - The Ruins of Roman Neapolis
Most of the ruins found in the Roman episode go back
to the reign of emperor Hadrian 117-138 AD, and a
number of them may be visited; such as: -
1. Temple of Jupiter [ M-15]
(Entry is forbidden to the archaeological site).

Traces of a temple can be seen on this site. It is locat-



an-Nimrs, the Tigans and the ‘Abd al-Hadis. The most
prominent member of the an-Nimr family was Prince
Yasuf 1bn ‘Abdullah Pasha (d.1685 AD) and of the af-Bayk
Tugan family was Salih Pasha Tigan, governor of Nablus
and Gaza in 1722.

A Turkish traveler, Evliya Tshelibi, visited Nablus during
his 1671 tour of Palestine. Many researchers depend on
information taken from his travelogue:

“Itis a very beautiful city which is located between two
mountains and it has a lot of gardens and orchards...
and all the government buildings and the large houses
are characterized by having running water, a pool and
fresh springs!”

During the Ottoman period, the city witnessed stability
and prosperity, allowing for the construction of many
public buildings. The telegraph and postal services were
introduced at this time. The first municipal council of the
city was formed in 1869. Transportation was also devel-
oped and in 1876, during the era of Abd al-Hamid ii, the
railway line from Nablus to al-Madina al-Monawwarah,
in Saudi Arabia, known as al-Hijaz line, was inaugurated.
The start of the First World War in 1914, was followed
by several political incidents, the most important of
which was the Balfour declaration announcing British
support for the establishment of a Jewish homelandin
Palestine. In December 1917 British forces occupied the
city of Jerusalem, but it was not until the 21% Septem-
ber 1918 that the British army entered the city of Nab-
lus. This occupation continued until 1948 when Jordan
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took over the West Bank. However, this did not last for
long, as on 6™ June 1967, Israel managed to occupy all
Palestine along with the Syrian Golan Heights and the
Egyptian Sinai Peninsula.

One political event followed another in Palestine and
the Arab world, and the conditions of the Palestinians
deteriorated inside and outside Palestine. The first Pal-
estinian Intifadah (Uprising) which broke out on 9" De-
cember 1987, is one of the most important episodes in
the life of the Palestinians inside Palestine.

Instability continued until the last Israeli soldier with-
drew beyond the boundary of Nablus at midnight on the
11" of December, 1993. Ariel Sharon's provocative visit
to the al-Agsa Mosque on 28" September 2000, sparked
the outbreak of the Second Intifadah all over Palestine.
Throughout successive incursions into the city, Israeli oc-
cupation forces bombed the old city using tanks and air-
planes, and they re- occupied Nablus in early April 2002.
The Israeli forces then used the might of their military
power and air superiority to bombard the old city quar-
ters. This led to the destruction of a large number of its
old buildings. Yet the resilience and steadfastness of its
people returned the city to its former life and appear-
ance to such an extent that it became a destination for
visitors seeking to enjoy both its ruins and architectural
heritage. Herein is a number of archaeological sites that
enable the visitor to know the history of the city which
are mostly outside the borders of the old city and its
walks are detailed in the enclosed map which include: -



m Nostalgia for Nablus - the Homeland

0

The growing influence of Christianity during the period
(324 - 636 AD) did not pass by Neapolis. Under Constan-
tine, the first Christian emperor, a new Seat was created in
314 AD, and Nablus was declared a Bishop's Seat. During
Justinian’s rule, in 530, Christianity spread throughout
the area and five churches were built simultaneously.
The city of Nablus witnessed the beginning of a period of
security and stability after the Islamic conquestin 636 AD.
During this period, it formed part of the military region
known as Liwa’ Jund Filastin, al-Ramlah city as its capital.
In the Umayyad period, Nablus was linked adminis-
tratively with Damascus, the Umayyad capital. Islamic
rule guaranteed the Christian and Samaritan people of
Nablus who wished to keep their religion the right to
protection and safety - see the inscription of as-Salahi
al-Kabir mosque. The Abbasid dynasty took over rule of
the city in 749 AD, followed by the Fatimids in 968 AD,
then the Salfjuks in 1076 AD, until the Crusaders occu-
pied it in 1099 AD.

The Crusaders’ period began when they occupied Je-
rusalem in the spring of 1099 AD. On the 25" of July,
the Crusaders entered Nablus peacefully after its peo-
ple had surrendered. Between 1100 and 1118 AD, King
Baldwin built a castle on the top of Mount Jarzeem to
protect the city. A few of its ruins are still standing and
they may be visited.

Nablus was later freed from the Crusaders by the vic-
tory of Salah ad-Din al-Ayytibis forces in the battle of
Hittin in 1187.

For various reasons, relatively few buildings from this
period remain today. The Ayytibids ruled for only a short
time, and this was blighted by constant warfare, and fi-
nally an earthquake which struck the city in 1199 AD.
The Ayyabid dynasty was marked by struggles and war-
fare between its leaders, resulting in a deterioration of
the general situation.
It should also be mentioned that Salah ad-Din granted
the Christians and Samaritans the right to live in Nablus
in security and peace.
After the Mamluks had come into power in Egypt and
established their rule in 1260 AD, their armies conquered
Gaza, the Palestinian coast and Nablus. Mamluk rule
continued for over 256 years. In the long period of their
strong rule security and stability prevailed, and scientif-
ic and intellectual developments were made. Yet, there
are no architectural remains in Nablus from that peri-
od, except the minaret of al-Khadrah mosque in the al-
Yasminah quarter.
The Ottomans took over Nablus in 1521 AD, depending
initially on the local Mamluk governors. Prince Farriikh ibn
‘Abdullah ash-Sharkasi, ruling from Nablus, was in 1612
given responsibility for the emirates of Nablus, Jerusalem,
‘Ajlan and al-Karak, and also responsibility for pilgrims.
Other rulers from the Farrakh family succeeded him but the
Nabulsi people rebelled soon after and a military expedition
was sent to re-establish Ottoman rule. Later, the Ottomans
depended on local governors to manage affairs in the city.
The local governors came from three families; the
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Nablus History

Pottery dating back to the Bronze Age indicated that Nablus was first established in the Chalcolithic period
(Stone-Ancient Greek & Bronze); dating around 4500 BC. Later the Can’anite tribes who came from the Arabian Pen-
insula were the first people to inhabit this region. They called it Shakeem, which means either shoulder or highland.
Around 1400 BC, proofs of the city’s importance emerge in the Pharaonic Amarna Letters, where it is mentioned
as Shakimi. By the Middle Bronze Age (1900-1550 BC), Shakeem was declared a fully developed city-state. This indi-
cates its importance during that period.

The Roman Era started during 72/3 AD, when the Roman emperor Vespasianus ordered to transfer the stones of
destroyed Shakeem so as to build a new city at the site of the current old one; i.e,, in the direction of the west from
the site of the Can‘anite city. The Romans called it then Flavia Neapolis, where Flavia is related to the family name of
the Roman Caesar, Flavius, whereas Neapolis stands for (new city)

The general plan of the city radiated from a line stretching from east to west. The main street, the Cardo, was laid
down on that axis. The street had a colonnade, paved squares at intervals, and a water canal running beneath. Part of
this street may be accessed from beneath Zafir al-Masri school in the al-Qisariyyah quarter, by a narrow path nearly
ten meters below the level of the Roman Street. Neapolis, covering an area of nearly 1,000 dunums, (1,000,000m?)
would eventually include all the elements of a typical Roman city.
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Nablus Province

Nablus province is looked upon as a centre for the northern provinces of Palestine, where it is bordered from the
north by the provinces of Jenin & Tubas, from the south by Ramallah & Jerusalem, from the east by Jericho and
from the west by Tulkarm & Qalgilia, denoting that two hundred & sixty villages are located in the Nablus province,
including four refugee camps which lie within its borders.

The area of the province extends across a surface of 605 km?, whereas the area of the city is about 29 km?, and the
area of the old city in its middle is about 300 dunums, “0.3 km?” The population of the province, according to the
2020 census is about 415,600 people, and the population of the old city is about 167,440 people. The registered
population of the camps is about 27,770 people.

Nablus City

It is the capital of north Palestine, lying at latitude 32, 13, some 65 km. (40 miles) north of Jerusalem. The area of the
city stretches along the wadi which rises between 280 - 500 m. above sea level, surrounded by Eibal mountain on
the northern side, which rises about 940 m. above sea level, and farzeem mountain, whose summit rises about 840
m. above sea level.

Palestine’s climate is classified as moderate due to its location within the Mediterranean region, hot & dry in the
summer that extends for more than five months: (April- August), when temperatures average about 29 ° C, rising to
a maximum of 40 © C sometimes, especially in July & August.

Winter in Nablus is cold & rainy; yet, it is short, no more than three months: (December- February). January is the
coldest when the temperature drops to about 6 ° C. The average rain fall is about 660 Mm, of which 80% falls be-
tween January and the beginning of March; whereas the average wind speed is about 10 km/ h, and the average
humidity is about 61%.
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Note: The symbols and numbers shown in front of
each site name represent the square in which the
proposed site for the visit is located on the attached
map in order to facilitate access to it - the symbol
[K-16] on the city map and the symbol [Jb-13.1]on
the map of the old city
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Introduction

The city of Nablus is considered as one of the ancient civilizational centers in Palestine
and its surroundings. It holds within its mountains, plains, and alleys characteristics of
past civilizations from thousands of years creating an exceptional architectural and cul-
tural imprint on its urban and historical fabric.

Despite all the challenges and changes that the city underwent, it remained prestigious
with its buildings, along with its historical and architectural heritage which is evident
through the successive eras of civilization that formed a distinctive identity in the histo-
ry of architecture, and the historical and cultural heritage in Palestine. Palestine is rich
in historical sites, cultures, and civilizations, this makes the old city of Nablus one of the
pillars of this heritage that gave it an exceptionally unique character.

. The Old City of Nablus consists of several lanes, neighborhoods, courtyards, and al-

leys, in which the Islamic architectural style stands out. Its construction dates back to
the Mamluk and Ottoman periods, in addition to the presence of many sites that are
rich in Byzantine and Ayyubid innovative architectural styles. Those who visit and pass
through its alleys feel the fragrance and authenticity of the history, in a city that has
brought together a dynamic cultural heritage, full of life, originality, and uniqueness.
As a continuation of the efforts of Jerusalem’s old cities revitalization program, the Wel-
fare Association “Taawon” started its activities in the old city of Nablus in 2007, by pre-
paring a Master plan to revive the old city, it was funded by the Arab Fund for Economic
and Social Development, and what has been built on it, along with the cooperation
with Nablus Municipality. They carried out restoration and rehabilitation work for many
homes, residential quarters, public buildings, and squares in the Old City, to preserve
its historical and cultural heritage, and to create an integrated process of revival and
development.

Based on the program’s vision, the documentation and knowledge management pro-
cess is one of the crucial pillars for preserving cultural heritage, and documenting build-
ings, landmarks, and urban edifices for future generations. The preparation of this guide
stepped forward due to specialized experts, who worked on studying and preparing
tourist paths with passion using interest for the use of the city visitor to embrace theim-
portant touristic sites and rich heritage that deserve attention and visits, which reveals
the paths of ancient civilization and tourism in Nablus and reflects the love we all have
for Nablus, a love that was and will remain in our hearts for the everlasting.

It is worth noting that the Jerusalem old cities revitalization program- Welfare Asso-
ciation, was established in 1994, with the support of the Arab Fund for Economic and
Social Development, in addition to its resources, to provide sustainable development
and revitalization of the Old City of Jerusalem, then in Nablus and other regions in Pal-
estine. The objective is to preserve their historical and cultural heritage, through the
implementation of four main components: restoration, training, community awareness,
and documentation, to achieve integration in the preservation process according to
international standards and with community participation to preserve the memory and
identity in historical towns.

Eng. Amal Abu-al Hawa
Jerusalem Old Cities Revitalization Program -Taawon o
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« As-Satun Mosque [Ja-12.1]
+ The Shrine of Sheikh Badran [1d - 12.4]

9. The Christian Inhabitants of Nablus and their
Churches

- St. Philip’s Episcopal Church [1b-11.3]

+ The Greek Orthodox Church of Saint Demetrius [
lc-12.1]

10. The Public Baths, The Turkish Public Baths
« As-Sumara Bath [Jb-12.1]

« Al-QadiBath [Jb-12.2]

« Al-Jadidah “ash-Shefa’” Bath [1d - 12.3]

11. The Palaces of Nablus

+ The House of An-Nimr [lc - 13.4]

« The House of Al-Bayk Tigan [Ja-12.3]

+ The House of Abd ar-Rahim Abd al-Hadi [ Jb -
12.2]

12. Merchants and Notables’ Residences
. The House of Hashim [ Jc - 13.1]
. The House of Stfan [Jb -13.1]

+ The House of Abd al-Hadi “Community Resource
Development Center” (MCRC) [ Jb - 13.2]

« The House of Al-Agha Tagan [Ja- 12.3]

« The House of ‘Arafat[lc - 12.3]

« The House of‘Ashar [Ib - 11.4]

Explanation of the Tourist Itinerary, Line of the Old City

1- Route No. 1 the red line,
2- Route No. 2 the green line,
3- Route No. 3 the black line,

Sixth - The Public Parks
« The Sama Nablus Park [ D-1 0]
. The Al-Alam “banner”Park [ C-9]

. The Recreational, Entertainment Centers and |39

Parks of Wadi al-Bathan
« The Khallet al-Amoud “Al-Hursh” Park [ L-15 ]
« The Danish Park [I-11]
« The Al-‘Ailat "families/households”Park [G-10]
+ The Jamal Abd - an-Nasser Park [ G-10]
- The Is'ad at-Tufulah Park [ K-16 ]

Seventh: - Places to Visit outside Nablus
1-The Samaritans of Nablus
2-Sebastia

Eighth: - General Information for Visitors
1. Arrival and travel to and within Nablus

International Travel

Arrival to Nablus from the Airport

Travelling by road from Jordan

Arrival to Nablus from cities in Israeli Territories




Nablus City

Nablus History

First: - Shakeem, the Can’anite City [K-17 ]
Second: - The Ruins of Roman Neapolis

1. Temple of Jupiter [M-15]

2. The Roman Theatre [J-13]

3. The Roman Cemeteries “Graveyards”[ J-19], The
Western [ G-11]

4. The Hippodrome [H-12]

Third: - The Byzantine Ruins

1. Jacob's Well Church (Bir Yagab) [L-18]

2. Church of The Virgin Mary [M-15]

3. Bir al-Hamam Monastery [L-13]

Fourth: - Islamic Archaeologies outside the Old
City

Religious Shrines

1. The Magam of Yasuf (Joseph) [K-18]

2. The Magam of Sheikh Ghanim [M-15]

3. The Sanctuary of Rijal al-'’Amad “Men of the Col-
umn”[K-15]

lllustration of the Tourist Itinerary Line

1. Down Town & Jarzeem Mountain Walk
2. Eastern Region Walk

Fifth: - Old Nablus

Tourist ltenaries in Nablus

Neighborhoods, Al-Harat, of the Old City
Sites for Visiting inside the Old City

1.The Government Compound, Saraya al-
Hukdmah [ Ja - 13.1 ]

2. The Clock Tower [Ja- 13.1]

3. The Old Khan Market (Textiles Market) [ Id -
13.1]

4. The New Khan Market [ Ja- 13.1]

5. The Western Caravanserai “Khan al-Wakalah”
[lb-12.1]

6. Al- QarylnWater Spring] Jc - 13.1] the bump
site[Jb-124]

7. The Nabulsi Soap Factories

+ The Arafat soap factory, Cultural Heritage En-
richment Centre -“CHEC"[1d - 12.3]

+ An-Nabulsi Soap Factory [Ja-12.4]

« Al-Khammash Soap Factory “Breik Mill” [ Ja -
12.1]

(Kan'an Soap Factory, The Cultural Center for
Memory & Palestinian Narrative [ Jb - 12.2 ]

8. The Historical Mosques

+ As-Salahi al-Kabir Mosque [Jb - 13.3]
« An-Nasr Mosque [Ja-124]

+ Al-Hanbali Mosque [lc - 12.3]

« Al-Khadrah Mosque [Jb-114]
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